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Students’ Language Rights

"We need to ask ourselves whether the rejection of students who do not adopt the 
dialect most familiar to us is based on any real merit in our dialect or whether we 
are actually rejecting the students themselves, rejecting them because of their 
racial, social, and cultural origins." 

– Students' Right to Their Own Language, Conference on College Composition & Communication

In what year do you think this statement was first published?

1. 2024
2. 2018
3. 1996
4. 1974

https://cccc.ncte.org/cccc/resources/positions/srtolsummary
https://cccc.ncte.org/cccc/resources/positions/srtolsummary
https://cccc.ncte.org/cccc/resources/positions/srtolsummary
https://cccc.ncte.org/cccc/resources/positions/srtolsummary
https://cccc.ncte.org/cccc/resources/positions/srtolsummary


To what extent do schools today affirm students’ right to “their own patterns and 
varieties of language—the dialects of their nurture or whatever dialects in which 
they find their own identity and style” (CCCC)?

Please turn and talk with someone near you.

What’s New & What’s Not



What gets in the way of linguistic dexterity and justice?





“Mechanized Convergence”  

Microsoft research found that the tendency for “mechanized convergence”--i.e., 
homogenized outputs–in AI-assisted knowledge work “reflects a lack of 
personal, contextualized, critical and reflective judgement of AI output and thus 
can be interpreted as a deterioration of critical thinking” (Lee et al.).





“You Can’t Understand ChatGPT If You Don’t Understand Word2Vec”



Word2Vec

https://vimeo.com/927674087


Vector: a quantity having direction as well as magnitude, especially as 
determining the position of one point in space relative to another.



A Peak Under the Hood of LLMs: Semantle (semantle.com)





Secret Word: 
“helmet”

Proximate Words: 
“jersey,” “uniform,” 
and “shirt”



Tepid Words: 
“orange” and “red”



Cold Words: team, sports, merchandise, & green





Secret Word: 
“Well”





ChatGPT produces 
strings of syntax 
through the word 
relationships created 
by Word2Vec.



What does “nearest” mean in mathematical contexts? 
What does “nearest” mean in socio-linguistic contexts?

Semantle



“Prediction, by definition, 
is not certainty.” 

–Matteo Wong, staff writer 
for The Atlantic



How do machines recognize “similar” words? 
How do human brains recognize “similar” words?



Word Collocations: 
Naturally occurring combinations of verb, noun, adjective, 
preposition, etc. 

“brackish water”

“fast food”

“quick service”

“pay attention”

“round of applause”

“plane took off”



“When ChatGPT generates the words cinnamon rolls, it goes 
looking for some words that will fulfill a sense-making pattern 
following cinnamon rolls” (Warner 55)

1. Volcanic eruptions
2. Volcanic eruptions are
3. Volcanic eruptions have been

Make a prediction about the next words in 
each sequence of words above.



Fetching Tokens









Languaging vs. Assembling “Strings of Syntax”

“Fetching tokens based on weighted probabilities is not the same process as what 
happens when humans write” (Warner 51).

Languaging: “Doing language” to make meaning, build relationships, and 
construct identities



Strategies for Human-Centered 
Language Learning



ERWC Toolkit of High Impact Strategies

● Connotation Cross-Out
● Sentence Unpacking 
● Blackout Templates 
● Collaborative Text Reconstruction



Connotation Cross-Out (Adapted from Meline Akashian)

STEP ONE:

1. Write a word you would like to analyze in a cluster or at the top of a list.
2. Work together (whole-class or small groups) to generate a list of 

connotations, or emotional and cultural associations, for this word.
3. Add synonyms and examples, too, if you like.



ERWC Module: Language, Gender, & Culture



Embodied Language Knowledge

How does the word “silence” feel to you?

It feels big.

It feels scary.

It feels sad.

It feels soothing.

It feels…



What are the connotations of the word silence?

● Quiet
● Peaceful
● Calm
● Stillness
● Loneliness
● Reflection
● Meditation
● Repression

● Secrecy
● Ghosting
● ?
● ?
● ?



ChatGPT Prompt:

What are the 
connotations of the 
word “silence”?



Connotation Cross-Out: “Silence”



Semantic Negotiation: Connotation Cross-Out: 

STEP TWO:

1. Revisit your cluster or list of word connotations.
2. Add new connotations for the word based on your understanding of the poem.
3. Test each word in your cluster/list against the poem’s meaning. Ask yourself, 

“Does this word capture what the Lorde is saying?”
4. Cross out connotations in the original cluster or list that do not apply to the 

word’s use in the poem.



What are the connotations of the word “silence” in Lorde’s speech?

● Quiet
● Peaceful
● Calm
● Stillness
● Loneliness
● Reflection
● Meditation
● Repression

● Secrecy
● Ghosting
● Oppression
● Erasure
● Intimidation
● ?
● ?
● ?



My sense of “silence” Lorde’s meanings of “silence”

Quiet
Peace
Alone time
Calm
Soothing
Rest
Focus

Oppression
Suppression
Erasure
Censorship
Dehumanization
Tyranny
Despair

Understanding a Text on Its Own Terms



Resisting the Anthropomorphization of AI



Troubling the Idea of Human-Machine Collaboration

“Human-machine collaboration can free 
a writer from the mundane tasks of 
writing, allowing them to focus on ideas, 
critical thinking, and problem solving” 
(Dobrin 9-10) 

“both the human and the AI provide 
expertise and labor in order to 
successfully complete the task at hand” 
(Dobrin 9)



Several Obvious Points

Humans experience emotions. Machines don’t.

Humans have free will and live one day at a time. Machines don’t. 

Humans have the capacity to love. Machines don’t.

Humans have bodies with physical needs and responses. Machines don’t.

Humans are accountable for our choices and actions. Machines aren’t.



Anthropomorphizing GenAI

● “Thought partner”
● “Writing partner”
● “Collaborator”
● “Voice in the conversation”
● “Different perspective”
● “Contributor”
● “Assistant”
● “Reader”
● “Extra pair of eyes”
● “Smart kid”
● “Ally”
● “Copilot”
● “Companion”



“To put it bluntly, the language we use to talk about generative technologies is just 
plain bad. We’ve accepted the terminology that humanizes and familiarizes 
algorithmic processes with little protest or critical analysis.” –Marc Watkins

Thinking Critically About Our Language Choices



“The humanization of machines 
isn’t a by-product here—it’s part 
of the package.” 

–Marc Watkins



“Generative AI is complicated. How we talk about it should be, too. When AI 
makes errors they’re often subtle and buried in language that is confident. The 
gist we get reading such outputs: Trust me. I know what I’m doing. I’m 
artificial intelligence. But a large language model is no more intelligent than a 
toaster. Why do we want to believe otherwise?”

–Marc Watkins



Patterns & Probability: AI as Guessing Machine



The Bot in the Black Box

“LLMs are a mathematical model of language tokens. You give a LLM text, and it 
will give you a mathematically plausible response to that text” (Bjarnason).

“Just as environmental impact scales with model size, so does the difficulty of 
understanding what is in the training data” (Bender et al.). 



Better Metaphors for GenAI

Stochastic: randomly determined; having a random probability distribution or 
pattern that may be analyzed statistically but may not be predicted precisely.



“On the Dangers of Stochastic Parrots”

“The problem is, if one side of the communication does not have meaning, then 
the comprehension of the implicit meaning is an illusion arising from our singular 
human understanding of language (independent of the model). Contrary to how it 
may seem when we observe its output, an LM is a system for haphazardly 
stitching together sequences of linguistic forms it has observed in its vast training 
data, according to probabilistic information about how they combine, but without 
any reference to meaning: a stochastic parrot.” (Bender et al. 616-617)

“We call on the field to recognize that applications that aim to believably mimic 
humans bring risk of extreme harms” (Bender et al. 619)



Exposing the Machinery: Watkins’s Suggestions

Instead of… Try

“reasoning traces” “predictive pathways”

“hallucinations” “errors”





Experts with high 
self-confidence are best 
able to think critically 
while using AI. 



low confidence

high confidence

machine capacities human capacities



According to researchers at Microsoft, “higher 
confidence in GenAI is associated with less critical 
thinking, while higher self-confidence is associated 
with more critical thinking” (Lee et al.).





“Surprisingly, while AI can improve efficiency, it may also 
reduce critical engagement, particularly in routine tasks 
in which users simply rely on AI, raising concerns about 
long-term reliance and diminished independent 
problem-solving” (Lee et al.).



Takeaways

● LLMs are good at predicting the next word in a string of syntax based on 
established patterns.

● GenAI chatbots are NOT able to analyze social contexts (they can only make 
calculated predictions based on the written record of those contexts), 
audience needs and values, or real-world exigencies.

● GenAI chatbots function at the level of novice learners; they use rules and 
protocols to produce formulaic responses. They cannot produce 
sophisticated, contextualized, or conditionalized arguments. 

● Frequent use of GenAI can interfere with the development of critical thinking 
and rhetorical literacy skills, such as genre awareness and analysis skills.

● Reliance on GenAI undermines student autonomy.
● Mechanized convergence is an obstacle to linguistic justice, diversity, and 

dexterity.



Thank you!
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